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By Benjamin Wadſworth, A.M 


Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in Boſfon, N E. 
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Pſal. 67 2, 3. That thy way may be known 

upon Earth, and thy. ſaving health amn 
all Nations TI et the people praiſe thee, 
God: let allthe people praiſe tee. 


Rom. 10. 18,20.——Theiw ſound went into 


all the Earth, and their words unto the 

ends of the World. I ws foundof them 

that ſought me not: I was made manifeſt 
. unto them that asked not after me. 


World,and preach the Goſpel to every crea. 
ture. He thot believeth and i baptized, 


ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, 
hall be damned. 


—— . — — — 
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For the 8 fpreading. of the 


EL 


= "Into dark er Places. | 


W "I 


mLipeaang IV. WY; 


5 Tor even in Theſſalunica ye ſent once 
and A unto my . 


N theſs Words 8,48 well as in the Con- | 
„tert, the ApoRtte Pit fpea ks of the 
kindnels of the Chrithan Philippi- 4 
5 ans ig ſending relief and ſupply 
to Hm from time to tie. At the 
time of writing this Epiltle, The 
Apoltie was a Pr ifoner at Rome for the fake 
of the Goſpel. Phil: 1. 13. My. bond; in 
i Chrift are mani ſeſt i in All the aw 210 (K Ur 
Palace at Rime, Chap. 4 All the Saintrs 
tatate 'Foty, clitefly © the 5 ie are of CE / r' 
1 Haubold. 


oy . wx 
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2 Spreading of the Goſpel, 


| FHouſhold, Whije be _was cus. a #:iſover at 
 Reme for the fake of the Cornel the hriſti- 
ans at Philippi ſent ſome hong tor his ſupply 

and maintainancd, This holy Api {tle had | 
been infirumenrah. to plant tie Gotprl at 

_ Philippi ; by his means Lydia and ha Houſe- 
hold, the Faylor and his Niue as well | 
as others) wete Initiated into the Chriſtian | 


Faith, brought into the Church at God. 
Alte de 'Th is Cems he be- 
ginning of Chriſt iantty Where, thbſc/who 


_— N x. 2. — 
, n 8 — . A > 9 


. 2 — 
2 oe 
ww — a 


| were thus benefited by Paul's Miniſtry, re- 
tained;.a very fetrent affedion to him; and 
ſent relief to him now he was a Priſoner 
"for Chriſt's Take. We don't find that he 
Jent, or 45ked for 3 gift, a preſept Iremithem ; | 


but they of their own voluntary accord, 


— — — 


7 — — 
— — — — 
* x - at & 


to ſipply this holy Miniſter . at 
10 Cirift, that Epaphrodirzs ſhould. 


by 
Pleafing 
fall 
0 


into Jgno2ant Places, 3 
eo to carrv it, notwithſtanding the Jengrh 
and hazard of the Four ne) or Voyage. Oh the 
noble zeal, charity, fervency, realineſs of 
theſe primative Chriſtians ;- to encourage the 
Goſpel, and ſupport the faiibful Preachers of 
it! Pauls heart was refreſhed with their 
Preſent, ver. 10 Ireoyced in the Lord great- 
ly, that now at laſt yuur care of me. hath flou- 
riſhed ao ain; wherein ye were alſo care ſul, but 
ye tacked Opportunity, Hz rejvyced in the 
Lord, he ſcemed not ſ much taken with 


as conſidered as a uit of the Grace of the Lord 
Jeſt in them. He did not ſo much de- 
ire a git, as fruit that might, abound to their 
Accrunt, ver. 17. He was glad to fee ſuch 
an evidence of the Grace of Chriſt; ſuch an 
evidence of their Love :0 Cri, to his Cauſe 
and Intcreft ; as appeared in their reidineſs 
to ſupply one of his faithful Miniſters ; and 
of his own accord he excuſes their not fend- 


ed Opportunity, Philippi was a chief City in 


Charches there had great tryal of Afiictioa and 
deep Pogerty; yet they were ready and for- 
ward in deeds of charity; to their power, yea 
beyond their power, they were liberal in Con- 
trtbating for the relief of poor Saints. 2 Cor. 
8. 1. —3. Rom. 15. 26, And if fo ready 
to relieve the poor Saints in a private capaci- 


ö ty, then ſurely they would not be backward 


| A 3 o 


their Fit, conſilered as a ſupply to hielt; 


ins to him ſooner ; it was becauſe they lack- 


Macedonia ( As 16. 12.) And though the 
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Cutribation and ſent relief to a perſecuited 


this all? No truely, they afforded ſupport 


— —  — — —— 


to ſupport the Miniſters of the Goſpel The 
holy Apoſtle, tho' far from being Covetors, or 
deſiring a gift, yet commend: them for the 


well. done, 572 he did communicate with my 
3 hey did well, *twas a good deed 
thus to relieve a Miniſter of Chriſt. . What 
they thus gave to ſapply a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, was zn odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
ſacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God, v.18. 
God was pleas'd with, and did. graciouſly 
accept, what they thus gave for the fur- 
thering of His Service, Yea, further, the 
Apoſtle Intimates that this their Libera- 
lity under their Man Poverty, (ſhould not 
be to their hurt, they ſhould not be Hoſers 
by it; for ſays he to them, ver. 19. 12 
God ſhall ſupply all your needs, according to 


; 


his Riches in Glory by Jeſus Chriſt. park 
Well, theſe: Chriſtian Philippians made a 


„— nathan. 


. 


Miniſter of Chriſt, and that when Inpri- 
ſoned for the ſake of the Goſpel; but was 


and ſapply to bim, when he was at /iber- 
iy, when he went to ard fro Preaching the 
Goſpel in'dar# ignorant places, ſuch as Phi- 
lippi it ſelf had lately been. Theſe Philippians | 
were _pecaliarly and commendably ready to 
ſuppart and ſupply the Apoſtle, while y 


Picaching to chers as well as to themſelves, Ih 
They“ 


| 
[ 
0 
t 
N 
\ 


— 


vile 
elves, 
They 


into Ignoꝛant Places. 5 
They deſired the Souls of others as well as 


their own, might; be benefited; and were 


therefore forward o maintain 4 Mini- 


ter to Preach - tothem, None were fo car» 
ly and ready (among the Gentile Chars 


ches) in this good work, as theſe Philips 
pians were. He ſays to them ver. 5. Noa 


1 ze Philippians. know alſo, that in the begins 
ning of the Goſpel, when I departed from Maces 
1 donia, no Church communicated with me con- 
cer ning giving and receiving, but. je only. 


Paul was an Apoſle of the Gentiles, ( Rom. 
11. 13.) 0 fle was in a very ſpecial and 


peculiat manner ſent to them, to Gafpel» 
lize them, and bring them to the Obedi- 
| ence of Faith, Afs 26. 16. Gal. 2. 7, 9. 
When the Apoſtle therefore went to and 


again Preaching. the Goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles, to Heathen, to thoſe who knew little 


or nothing of the worth and value of the 


Goſpel ; | fay when thus employed; he did 


not aim ſo much at gaining Maney to him 
i= 8 ſelf, as at gaining Souls to Chriff,. Indecd it's 


the Duty of thoſe who enjoy the Goſpel, 


to maintain ſiich as faitbfully Preach it 


to them. Let him that is taught in the Word 
communicate to him that teacſ eth in all good 
things, Gal. 6.6,, Yet this was not the firſt 


nor principal thivg that Faul Preached : 


When be went among poor Jgnorant Peo- 
ple, he was glad; if they wouſd come to 
hear him Preact, the moſt weighty neceſ- 
r a lary 
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6 Spreading of tye Gocpel, 
fary Truths of Religion, that they might 
believe, obey, and be ſaved; even Repen- 
tance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Fefus Chriſt, Acts 20. 21. For I de- 
termined. not to know. any thing among Joa, 
fave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified, 1 Cor. 
2. 2. And at his fir Preaching the Got" 
pel in ſundry dark Ignorant places, he la- 
bour'd with his own hands for his own main- 
tainance; and would not put thote to 
any charge, who were juſt entring ( as it 
were ) on the belief, profeſſion and prabtice 
of Chriftianity, i- Thus ' het behab'd himſfelf 
at Epheſas and Theſſalonicx, AR: 20. 34. 
I hei. 2.9. Now in the beginning of the 
Goſpel, when the Apoſtle was planting it 
among ſuch as knew little or nothing of 
it before; "theſe Philippians very readily 
contributed to his ſupport, So they did par- 
ticularſy when he was at Theſſalonica, as 
our Text declares, When the Apoſtle firſt | 
Preach'd at Thefſalonica, ſ me of the Tens 
( who had a Synagogue there) believed, and | 
conſorted with him and Silas; and of the de- 
Tout Greels, a great muliitude,' and of the 
chief Mome n not a few, Act. 17. 1 ——4. And 
the wiſe and holy Apoſtle; did very ten- 
derly nurſe up this number of New Cenverts, 
he laboured night and day that he might 
not he chargeable to any of them, 1 Theſ. 
2. 7,9. While he was thus Ingag'd, in 
gaining more Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, 

5 | and! 


{ ply his oon wants; 


labouring to Goſpellize the Ignorant, and 


into Ignoꝛant Places 7 
and tenderly nurſing 1p the nen born Babes 
who had thately-lnbrac'd:the Gofpel ; I tay, 
while; thus Imploy dat Thefalonica, the 
gcnerous Chiifiidn Philipptans: ſent fupply 
and relief to him and atter i while they 
repeated their kindneſs; they fent again 10 
his neceſſt:y, They thaught the labour of 
his gyn hands, was; not enough to ſup- 
or they were not 
willing that che ſhould ſo labour with his 
hands, having work enough af another 


nature to do; and io they generouſly 
ſent to h him even while. Preaching 
' Bro others, Nor did they think it ſuffict- 
gent, to make one foogle Collectinn, and ſup- 
{ply him ence; but they - did it ine 
they ſent ſupplys to him tnice at one 
place, and how often at other places we 
don't know; tho' it ſcems probable from 
our Text and Context, as tho? *twas their 
| uſual way, their ſtated courſe and practice, 


to make Contributions and fend : Supplies to 
him from time, to time, while he was 


EEC EEO . —— R — p CO 
N o 
% 


carefully to nurſe up young convert. Their 
holy zeal, put them upon this coi and 
charge, to promote the glory of Chriſt and 
good of Souls, Methinks it's pity, that 
there's no more of this temper and practice 
in the Chriſtians of the preſent Age. J/f 
all the .Chanches in this Land, yea all in 
the World, would haye their conſtant Con- 

i; # |  wributions 


4 
q 
i 
4 
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is i to > break his - Laws, and to do the 


8 Speading of the Goſpel, 

.tributions at ſlated recuring ſeaſons ; for 
the ſending and ſupporting of Minifers in 
dark lenorant Places, is there not fuffici- 


4 _ aw — — 


ent cccaſibn for it? How many Count 
tries and Kingdoms are there, where Peo- 
ple are periſhing for lack of Viſion"? Arch 
they not /of, in that the Goſpel is Fd} 
ſrem them? 2 Cor. 4. 3. But to proceed, fi 
1 think the words of our Text as they 8 
bave been now opened, may well afford b 
us this Doctrine. T iX. 8 | 


DOCT: Is 1 thing) in Thrift | 
ant, to make Contributions, to be at” coſtf 
and charge as there is ' ecoafion, for. ihe 
Jpreadirg of the Goſpel among thiſe who 
, _ or ae of „ OY 

14 Win ies 250 
"For the cleina of this Doctrine, we 
-may conſider a few things. dix. | 


1. Mens eral! trom Sin to God in ctrif 
Feſus, promotes the Glory 'of Je and the 
2070 of their own Souls. All Men ned 
in the fit Adam, all meer Men 

Sinners by Nature. Their c nal W are 
enmity againſk God, not ſubjet to his lan 
nor can be ſo, Rom. 8 7. Their hearts ave 
Aeceitful above all things, and defperatel 
wic led, Jer. 17. 9. They are naturally ben 
to backihide, to tram ple on Gods Authe 


abominab Ig 


into Janozant Places.” 9: 
» forfibominable thing which, He hates. All 
rs inbcir Sins are provoking to God, and me- 
fhei-Hit rus of His wrath and vengeance. The 
un- Page, of fn. is death, Rom 4. 23. Curſed is 
Peo-Rvery one, that continueth not in all things 
AfeſFritten in the Book of the Law to do them, 
id Hal. 3. 10 But God has ſent His 
etd, nly begotten Son into the World, to 
théyave Men from Sin and Milery 3; to 
ffordpleſs them in turning them from their Ini- 
aities; to redeem them from all iniquity, 
p purifie them, and make them à peculiar 
iti eople z2alous,of, good works, Tit. 2 14. God 15 

co Chritt, reconciling the. world unto himſelt, 
Ie Cor. 5. 19. Therefore when Men hearti- 
bey repent of, and turn from their Sins, 
2115 wing ja. Chriſt's . Meritorious Righte- 


-* 4 Buincſs. for Juſtificatton before God, gi. 
 weſſing up themſelyes ſincerely, and conſtants 


y to ſerve and obey Him; | fay, when 
ey do thus, they Glorifie God, they pleaſe 
nd . honour Him. He takes pleaſure in 
em that fear him, in them that hope in 
is. mercy, Plal. 147. 11. Abraham was 
Frong in faith, ; giving glory to God, Rom. 
20. When: perſous penitently truſt in 
hriſt, and obey Him, then they glorifie 
od. They practically own Him to be 
ch an One as Hz 1s ; they give Him 
he glory of His matchleſs Wiſdom, Power, 
ove, Grace, Holincts, Jultice,Rightconſnets, 
aichſulneſs - appearing, in this Method of 
1 | | laying 


10 Spreading ot the Gofpel, 
ſaving poor Sinners. They give toChrift the 
only: Mediator, the glory of His matchleſs 
Love and Côndeſcending Grace in dying 
to ſsvenhent, they give Him the glory bf 
His Meritortöus Righteoutneſs and Préva- 
lent Interceſſion, it relying on Hm for 
the acceptance of their Perſons aud fincere 
Performances xith God. When they 
heartily and dilgently beſieve and“ obey 
ih Goſpel,” therein they glopifſe God, they 
glorifte Chriſt, after the mot eminent 
manner that ean be. me 18 ** a n as 
Vea rheir* doing © thus,” proves atfo to 
the Sig of their own Sbult. For who- 
ſoever, believes in Chrift, _ (have "rem 
ſeon of ſiht, (Acts 10. 43.) hall not periſh 
/ 47 fall 0. eber aft 25 25 / Joh, . | 16 
Ci it, i Author of eternal Salvation, ro 


g EC 


2 : 
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2. Preachiig the Goſpel; "4} a means 0 
divine Appointment for rhe tarnirg of Me 
from Fin to God in Chriſt 2% Whe 
Tul was fent to Breath 'the 'Grſpel to the 
Gentiles, it was for-this end, to open thei 
eves, and Arn then from dar h ne ſi o light 
from the per bt Satan-anto God; that the) 
might: receive forgiveneſs of fins, an Inhe 
ritance amg them that are ſanctified h 
faith in Chiiſt Jeſvs, Afts 26 18 Fit 
comes by he ing, and hearing by the wor! 
of God, Rem. 10. 17. 7h Goſpel it th 


powely 


into Jgnozant Places. 17 


hits} chat believeth, Rom. 1. 16. It's Inſtrumen- 
ing tal of Converting Sinners. Begotten by the 
ry olf word of truth, Jam. 1. 18. I have begotten 


tba. you by the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4. 15. It's Iuſtru- 


for mental of furthering Saints. in holineſs. 


ICtre I Pet. 2. 2. As: new born Babes, deſire the | 


they fncere milk of the word that ye may grow 
obeyÞ} thereby, Indeed the Goſpel, the Grace of 
they God that brings Salvation, reaches men to 
ict deny ungodlineſs and worldly luis; and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, godlily in the world, 
Tit. 2. 11, 12, The Apeftle ſaid, Act. 20. 
32. Aad now Brethren, I commend you to 
. God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
„ able to build you up, and to give you an 
5 Inheritance among all them that are ſandti- 
fied The word of God, the Goſpel, is 
Inſtrumental to build up the Saints unts 
a fitneſs and meetneſs for the heavenly 
Inheritance, And ſince the Goſpel is thus 
n2edful and uſeful to the Souls of Men, 
Miniſters are hidden, to Preach the word, 
thel be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, rebate. 
i reprove, exnort with al long ſuffering and 
doctrine, 2 Tim. 4 2. 


3. Miniſters of the Goſpel, need outward 
applies for the ir Support and Maintainanct. 

i: Miniſters of the Goſpel are but Men, frait 
- wor mortal Men as well as others ; they con- 
it th&filt of fleſn and blood as well as others; 
powe! B an | 


power of God unto ſalvation, to every one 


4 


might eat and drink, and they needed ſuch | 


provide the ſame for them, eMKe they can't 
give themſelves wholly to their Miniſterial 
work, as they ought to do, 1 Tim. 4. 15. 


ſuch. Many. Places are full of Hearheni/h} 


full of Mabometan Errors & Abominations; 


z2 Spreading of the Goſpel, 

and therefore they can't live upon the 
Air : They need Food and Raiment, even 
outward Supplies and Recruits for the 
"Maintaining of Life and Heal.h, as well as 
other perſons do. The Apoſtle ſaid, Have | 
we not power to eat and to drink? 1 Cor. 9. 4. 
He and other Miniſters had power, they | 
. had "right to demand where-with' they | 


Supplies. Therefore he juſtly mentions 
among his grievous Syfferings, his Hunger, 
Thirſt, frequent Faſtings, told, Nakedneſs, © 
2 Cor. 11. 27. And {ince Miniſters need 
outward ſupport, - ſupply and maintain- # 
al ce, and can't ſubſiſt without it; there 
muſt be charge and coſt ſome-where to 


4. There's often occaſion to ſpread the Goſpel 
amor thoſe who know little or nothing of it, 
Some indeed are ſo highly favour, as“ 
to be born under the Goſpel, and to live) 
under the faithful Preaching of it all their 3 
days; but comparatively there are but few | 


darkneſs, Tenorance, Idolatry, and gros 
abounding Immoralitics. Some-Places are 


and ſome abrund with the Errors of Fudaiſea, 
denying the Only begotten Sen -of God, 
Cury 


into Ignoꝛant Places. 3 


our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chrift, to be the 
Saviour of Sinners. Some Places are fill'd 
with Antichriſtian, Popiſh Errors and Super- 


ſtitions. And other Places there are, where 
People are not profeſſedly of any of theſe 


ways, yet call themſelves Chri/tians ; ho 
poſſibly they know very little of what's 


meant by true Chriſtianity, Pogibly they're 
very Ignorant, have many groſs Errors 


among them; it may be there are many 


who can't Read, and to can't conſult tha 


Holy Bible for their In!triNion ; they have 


s no ſettled Publick Preaching, no admin- 


ſtration of the Sacraments, Baptiſm an the 
Lords Supper among them. Now where 


Places are thus Dark and Ignorant, thus 
7 deſtitute of the Goſpel,and Means of Grace; 


they need to have the Goſpel ſent among, 


them and Preached to them. It may b: 
fome ok them delire it not, and hate the 
thoughts of being 4 any charge to Sup- 


port or Maintain it; nay poffibly, foms 


will ſcarce come to hear it when Preach- 
ed. Now as for ſuch, they need the Gol- 
'F p:l as much as any; they greatly need 
to be Inltructed, Taught, Inltzht-ned in 
the great Truths of Chriſtianity, that they 


may believe and obey the Golpcl to the 
ſaving of their Souls. Their woful caſe, 
the - deptorable condition of their Souls, 
toudly calls for the Goſpel among them; 


tho' their norance and Prefudice may ren- 
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14 Spreading of the Goſpel, 
deer them undefjrous of it, and unwilling 
to Maintain it. Inaſmuch therefore as | 
| They thus need the Preaching of the Gol- | 
Ii peel, and the Preaching of it ' tends to pro- 
mote the Glory of God and the good of their | 
Souls, and Miniſters can't ſubſiſt without 
ſupports and ſupplies for the outward Man; 
I fay, theſe things conſider'd, it fecms P 
plainly to follow, KEE 
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J. That it's 4 commendable thing in 
Ill GCiriftians, to be at coſt and charge te ſend | 
| the Goſpel into ſuch dark and deſtitute Places. 
If we make Contributions, are at coſt and | 
charge, give of our Worldly Subſtance; 
to promote the ſpreading of the Goſpel, | 
the ſending and ſupporting Miniſters, | 
diſtributing Books of Piety in ſuch dark, | 
deſtitute Places; I ſay, if we ſincerely and 
heartily do ſuch things as theſe, how can: | 
we better diſpoſe our Charity? How can | 
colt and charge in any way of liberality | 
and charity, be better Imployed ? Colt | 
and charge ſincerely thus expended, and 
Imployed, FD RO | 
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(I.) Has a dircflly tendency to promote 
the Glory of God, the Glory of Chr iſt our 
Saviour. For when Sinners believe and | 
obey the Goſpel, they glorifie God and | 
[|] Chrilt in doing ſo; as was ſhewed but 

now. And ſurely all Chriſtians an , 
Il POE AO ge r | 


Ou ward Injajyments allo. 
good Stewards of his manifold grace, 1 Pet, 


the Sms 1 285 po 
give place to him (Eph. 4. 27.) but refit 
* him ( 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9. ) they ſhould do what 
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their utmoſt, to promote the Glory of God, 
of Chriſt Jeſus our Holy and Dear Redee- 
mer. We thould glorifie him with our bodies 
and our Spirits, which are his. Whether we 
eat, or drink, or what ever we do, we ſhould 


do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 6. 20. and 


10.31. And as we ſhould glorifie God with 


| our Perſons, with our Perſonal Abilitics 


and Endowments 3 {o we ſhould with our 
We ſhould be 


4.10, We ſhould honozr the Lord with our 
Subſſance, Prov. 3.9. We can't more di- 


rectly honour the Lord with our Subſtance, 


than when we heartily and readily cx- 


| pend of it, to ſpread and fupport the Goſ- 
pel, to Incourage and promote the worſhip: 


and ſervice of God in the World. 


. Coſt thus expended, directly tends, 


(2.) To beat down Satan's Intereſt and Ring- 


dom in the World, Satan 18 the Enemy (Mat. 


13. 39.) the grand Enemy of God, and of 
Chrittians ſhould oe 


they can, to ſuppreſs and beat down his 
Intereſt in the World. Sa an's Kingdom is 
a Kingdom of Darineſs; he's ruler of the dark- 
neſs of this World, Eph. 6. 12. His Intereſt 


is chiefly promoted by the Darkneſs, Blind- 
13 . 8 3 neſs, 


5 Hold, (viz. of Sin and Satan ) cating donn 


aud bring ing into Captivity every 
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| meſs, Ignorance that is in the Minds of Men. 
Fe blinds the minds st them that believe not, 
leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
#10 55 * Image of God, ſhould ſhine into 
them, 2 Cor 4. 4. Now the plain faith- 
tul Preaching of the Goſpel, has the moſt 
direct tendency to IJuligbten the Minds of 
Men, and ſo to beat down Satan's Intereſt 
in the World, The Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. 
10. 4, 5. The weapons of our warfare (of our 
buſineſs and warfare, as Preachers and Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel ) ære not carnal, but 
mighty thre God to the pulling dawn of ſtrong | 


Imaginations, and every high thing that er. 
alteth it ſelf gain the Fnexledge of Go; 
2ug he tu the 
obedience of Chriff, Nothing tends fo directly 
to the beating; down Satan's Kingdom, as the 
Goſpel ofChrift does; therefore Satan does all 
he can to hinder thePreaching of it, to preju- 
dice Perſons againft 1t, and to Incenſe them | 
againſt faithful Miniſters. Thoſe who are 
unwilling to be at coft and charge, to In- 
courage the Preaching of the Goſpel ; they | 
ſeem too much to be on Satan's fide, as tho 
they would have nothing done to difturb 
his-Intereſt-; at leaſt they ſeem to have a 
curſed Indifferency, not caring tho” Satan's 
Intereſt prevails in the blindneſs, Ignorance, 
and conf guent wickedneſs of the Chil- 
dren of Mau. VP 
5 Coſt 


ent to the Goſpel of Salvation. 
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Coſt thus expended, directly tends, 


(3.) To promote the good of Souls, The 
Preaching of the Goſpel has a direct tenden- 


cy here-unto, as was ſhew'd before. And 


can we be at colt and charge, any way more 


helpful and charitable? We ſhould Love 


our Neighbours as our ſelves. As we have op- 
portunity, we ſhould do good to all men, Gal. 
6. 10. And what greater good is there, than 
to promote the welfare of their Souls? As 
we have Ability and proper Occaſion, we 
ſhould readily help the Poor, and Needy, feed 
the Hungry, cloth the Naked, &c. But in- 
aſmuch as the Soul of Men are better than 
their Bodies (Mat. 10. 28.) it ſeems the bet 
ter Charity, to be at charge and expence for 
the good of their Souls ; & Indeavouring that 
they may be acquainted with, and obedi- 
Indeed fuch 
corruptible things as Silver and Gold, can't re- 
deem Souls ( 1 Pet. 1. 18.) yet they may 


help to ſupport the Preaching of the Goſpil 
| which is Inſtrumental of faving Souls. 


How often have well Inclined Charitable 
Perſons, made Crllefions either Publickiy 


or Privately, to redeem miſerable Ones from 


wretched Saver), Bondage, Captivity among 
Men? How realy then ſhould we be, to 
make Colleftions for ſpreading the Goſpel in- 
to dark deſtitute Places; as a means to di- 

: | liver 


dage of Sin and Satan, and to prevent their 
- tumbling into hell for ever? Should we 
not earneſtly deſire, that. precious Immortal 
reſcu'd from the roaring Lion of hell that | 


from the tyranny of their curſed luſts; 


a means thus to reſcue and relieve Sinners; | 


Anno Dom. 1711. viz. Six hundred and eigh- || 


Vea, there was a Charitable Contr $ntion thro' 


liyer precious Immortal Souls from the bon- 


Souls more worth than a World, might be 
ſeeks to deſtroy them; might be reſcu'd 
might be deliver'd and ſav'd from the ter- 


rible eternal wrath and vengeance of God in 
hell? Yes we ſhould, well, the Goſpel is | 


and ſhall we grudge the coſt of ſending the 
Goſpel to them? For ſhame, let us not 
ſhow our ſelves ſo cruel to cur Brethren, | 
thoſe of the {ame miſerable fallen race of | 
Adam with our ſelves ; let us not be ſo re- 
gard leſs of, ſo barbarous and crnel to, their 
precious Immortal Souls. This Town, has 
made Charitable Contributions, to relieve thoſe k 
athited and diſtreſſed by the Great Fire. 


7 Pounds, eight Shillings and two Pence; be- 
tides a Prior and Private Collection for the | 
ſame purpoſe,One bundred and eleven Pounds, 
And to relieve the Poor, Sick and Diſtreſſed, | 
when the Meaſles very grievouſlly prevail'd, 
An. Dom. 1713. above Six hundrgd Pounds. 


the Province, at the Motion of the Govern. 
ment, to relieve the Engliſh. on ſome of the 
Leeward Iflands that had been greatly 257 r 
. 2 6 
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der'd, Speil'd, Impoveriſh'd by the French 


we dred Pounds, Anno Dom. 1706. Doubhtleſs 
tal theſe Charitable Colections, were an Odour of 
be | a ſweet ſmell, a ſacriſice well pleaſing and az- 
at ceptable ro God; and hall we not be as rea- 


i'd dy to help the endangered Souls, as to relieve- 


's : the diſtreſſed Bodies of our Neighbours? 
er- hall we not Indeavour the benefit of their 


mong them? [fe they themſelves don't de- 
fre it, that's but a Plainer proof that they 
need ik ; an evident proof of the dangerous 
wounds and maladies of their Souls. Sick 
perſons are never reckon'd more dangerous, 
than when leaſt ſenſible. of their danger. 
If they're in a Lethargy, a ſtupid ſenſeleſs 
er condition of body, their cafe 23 ULNgTIOUS 


has indeed; and tho' they ask for no help, yet 


ole thoſe about them are commonly the more 


ire. earneſt, to apply the beſt means they can 
or theit good, Sarely, if we had a due 
regard to the welfare of Souls, we ſhould 
mot grudge the coſt of ſending the Goſpel 
o more than we do. What great labours, 
atigues, difficulties, hardſhips and dangers 
did the Apoſtle Paal — with, in 
. eee Goſpel for the ſaving of pre- 


tous ImmEtal Souls ? 2 Cor. 11. 23 — 28. 
e even ty 
be formed in them, Gal. 4. 19. He wag 
Willing to ſpend and be ſpenr, for their good 
: 0 and 


Enemy ; even between Sir and ſeven hun- 


Soult, by caritably ſending the Goſpel a- 


il d in birth, that Chrij# might 


—— ͤ jUùmœ — ne reampagng , 
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and welfare. 2 Car. 12. 15. His hearts de- 
fire and prayer for them was, that they might 
be ſaved, (Rom. 10. 1.) He was willing 
to have Imparted to them, not the Goſpel of God 
only, but his own ſoul ae (if it had been 
needfu] ) for their welfare. 1 Thel 2. 8. 


fo that he might faithfully fulfill his Miniſtry 


good of Souls! Did he readily do and ſuffer 
Auch things for the good of Souls; and ſhall 
we have ſuch ſiupid frozen hearts, as to 


ſhame, let it not be ſo. Yea, our bleſſed 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, the only begotten eter. 
nal Son of God, did to lave Sinners. Te 


tho' be was rich, yet for your ſakes he became 
poor, that ye thro' his poverty might be rich, 


And took on him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men : and being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbied him. 
felf, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs, Phil. 2. 7, 8. He 
ſpent His moſt precious blood, laid down 
His precious Life, ſuffer'd the Vindictive 
Strokes of Divine Juſtice; and all this for 


ſupport} 


for their good, As 20. 24. Oh the holy fire 
of zeal and love, that flam'd in him for the | 


erudge a little Money, a little % and | 
Charge to promote ſo good a work? For | 


know the grace of our Lord, Feſus Chriſt, that | 


2 Cor. 8.9. He made himſelf of no reputation, 


He did not count his very life dear to himſelf, 


the Saving of Souls; and (hall we then: 
grudge to be at ſome coſt, to ſpread andy, 


| neceſſities of Others ? 
| theſe things, and yet be unwilling to ex- 
| pend ſome coll, to ſpread the Goſpel for the 


to promote the good of Humane Sycieties. 
| When 
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ſuͤpport the Goſpel for the ſaving of Souls ? 
Can there be ſuch backward hearts in us, 
if we are true Chriſtians ? Has the Goſpel 
had any-faving efficacy on our own Souls? 
Have we felt the power and benefit of it, in 
it's being Inſtrumental to make us penitent 
for Sin, to believe in Chriſt jeſus, to love 
Him, live to Him, delight in Him, and ex- 
pect our eternal bleſſedneſs in His preſence 
and favour 2 Have we experienc'd ſuch - 
things as theſe, and can we be without 

ſympathy, without a feeling of the Soul- 
Can we think on 


good of Souls? Was it not one profeſs'd 
end of our Fathers coming into this Land, 
to. Goſpellize the Dlatives, the Indians; for 


| the Saving of their Souls ; and ſhall we grudge 


co to promote works of ſo noble a ten- 
dency 2 Oh let us not be ſo Covetous, ſo 


Criminal. 


Nay if Perſons ſincerely believe and obey 
the Gotpel, as this will be to the eternal 


Salvation of their Souls; ſo it will be to 


their preſent good here in this world. God- 
lineſs is profirable to all things, having pro- 
miſe of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come, 1 Tim. 4 8. 5 

Yea, Obedience to the Goſpel has the 
moſt direct tendency (Natural and Moral) 


22 Speadfng'ofthe Goſpet, 
When Neighbours in general, when Husband 
and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters 
and Servants, Rulers and Subjects carry it 
in their reſpective Places, as the Goſpel 
directs them, they are then the greateſt Re- 
lative bleſſings to thoſe they're concerned 
with. Every one that obeys the Goſpel, 
is a bleſling in his Place; he moves in 
his own ſphere, he acts regularly, and ſo 
is ufefull to all concern'd in him. 


Since the Goſpel thus directly tends to 
promote the good of Men, even here in]! 
this preſent World, but more eſpecially| 
in that which is to come; we ſhould! 
readily be at ſome charge to ſend it to; 
thoſe, who thro' Ignorance or Prejudice, 
do not ſuitably ſeek after it themſelves, 


Coſt thus expended, 


(g.) I one good Inſtance or Evidence, 0; 
our own Obedience to the Goſpel, We're] 
required, to be ready to every good Work, 
Tit, 3. 1. And is not this a good work, 
to ſend the Goſpel among thoſe who fit 
not under the Preaching of it? Yes, in- 
deed. Thoſe who have where-with, who 
are able, ſhould 4» good, be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribme, willing to communi- 
cate, 1 Tim. 6 18. Surely then, they ſhould 
be rich and liberal in Charities of this 
| natures 


I Charitable uſes, - 


F thiÞ 
atureß 


we have 
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nature, which directly tend to promote the 
glory of God, and the good of Souls. A 
Liberal diſtribution, ſeems to be one plain 
Inſtance of their Subjection to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and ſeems mention'd as a good {ymp- 
tom of the exceeding grace of God in them; 
it is really ſo when it proceeds from right 
and fincere Intentions.” The Apoſtle ſays, 


| referring to the Charitable Contribution a- 


mong the Corinthians. 2 Cor. 9. 13, 14, 
Whiles by the experiment of this miniſtration, 


they gloriß God for your profeſſed ſubjefRion to 
| the Goſpel of Chriſt, and for your liberal diftri- 
bution to them, and unto all men. And by 
d their prayer for you, which long after you for 

the exceeding 
there ſeems but little evidence, of our ſin- 


race of God in you. Indeed 


nere hearty Obedience to the Goſpel, if as 


bility and Opportunity, we are 
not free and liberal in giving to Pioxs and 


(5) Cf that expented, ſhall be graciouſly 


| rewarded by God, They who prudently 


and piouſly expend in this way, - ſhall be 
no loſers by it. My God ſhall ſapply all your 
need, according to his riches in glory by Feſut 
Chriſt, Phil. 4 19. There i that ſcuttereth, 
and yet Increaſeth : and there is that with- 


. holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to po- 


verty. The liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat : 
and he that Os [hail be watered alſo 


— 


hi 2 elf, 2 
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tribution, the Apoſtle faid, 2 Cor. 9. 8, 10. 
Jod is able to make ail grace abound to- 


113 

HER 7x 

(398 
*t 

: : 

: 


. ward ou, that ye always having all ſufficiencyf 


multiply q aur ſeed ſown, and increaſe the fruit 


If he that feeds the hungry bodies, and clot hi] 
the naked bodies of the Saints, ſhall be gra- 
cronily rewarded (Mat. 25. 245575 


„Charity? Gal. 6. 9. Let ws not be weary. inf 


bir ſell, Prov. 11. 24, 25. He that hath pity 
on the poor, lendeth to the Lord; and that 
which he hath given, he will pay him again, 
-Pray. 19. 17. The great, the bountiful-aud Þ 
Fithful God ; does as it were by his gra- 
cious promiſes, make Himfelf Debtor to 
the Liberal Charitable giver; God 'will ph 
him again, God wont ſuffer hun to be a 
loſer. To, Incourage to a charitable Con-; 


in all things, may abound to every good 
1 — Now he that min ſtreth ſeed to the 
ſorer, both. miniſter bread for your fool; and] 


of Jour Yighteauſmcſs, Eph. 6. 8. Mhat ſoe ver 
good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he] 
receive of the Lord, whether he be: hand or free. 
If he that gives 4 cupiof cold water to a diſ-Þ 
cin'e, Hall not loſe his reward, (Mat. 10. 42.) 


| 6.) Then 
Surly, true Charity to the :youts of Men, 
hall be gractouſly andtgloriouſly rewarded 
indeed. What, can we not believe God, 
cant we truſt Him, is Be not both able 
and faithful to tuth} His graeious promi- 
ſes? And don'tethey give us fufhcient In. 
couragcment. to be Liberal in deeds of 


C c_.cccc . AC. ee: 


Bl, | 


ded 
70d, 
able 
mi- 
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Jo 
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Be. | 
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well doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſball reap: if 
we' faint not; , TEE}. een YROO 
(6. ) Coft thus expended; may occaſſun many. 
Thanksgivings to God, and Prayers for Libe- 
ral veftowers of it. The Apoſtle ſays to the 
Cor iat hians, about their Charitable Contribua 
tion for the poor Saims. 2 Cor. 9. 11, 12,14. 
Which caaſ eri through ws thankigivings to God. 


| For the adminiſtration of this ſervice, not only. 
ſupplie th the want of the Saints, but is abundant. 
| alſo by many thanligivinge te God— and by 
| their Prayer for vo We lhould thank Gol! 
for the grace we ſee in others, and for the 
| charitable deeds done by them; and thoult | 
pray: to God for abundant blcfliges on ſuch. 
| If the Goſpel. be charitably ſent into dark 


deſtitute places, poſſibly many Souis may. 


be favingly benefitted thereby; and if 0, 


how thankful will they be to God, for His 


grace in thoſe who were ſo charitavle, and 
how 'praycrfal for their good ? | 


EY (7 cof thus expended, may le {n Sram an 


tal of Prop ig iting Religion to 'minre Genera- 
tions, There ate ſame Places in this Pro- 
vince, as well as many elſe- where, deſti- 
ture of the Goſpel Miniitry: ; was nevet 


ſetled among them, and many of the Peo- 


ple themſelves: there ate not ſuitably de- 


hrous of it: now it the Goſpel were chati- 
tably tent, ſetled, 1 dv a While (with: 


2 | OU 
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there Poſſibly after a while, they would 
de ſo in love with it, as readily to ſupport 


out their coſt) among them; who knows 
bow much ſaving efficacy it might have 


it themſelves; and not be willing by any 
means to part with it again, It might 
by Geds bleſſing, be Inſtrumental to con- 
vert Sinners, to edifie Saints, to Incourage 
Schools for the teaching of Children to 
Read and Write;to teach them their Catechiſm, 
and to Train them up in the way they ſhenid 
20.; and ſo it might be Inſtrumental to 
Prepogaie Religion from Age to Age, and the 
Generations to be born might have reaſon 
to bleſs Cod, for the Charity of thoſe who 
firſt ſent the Goſpel into ſuch Places. Pſal. 
145. 4. One Generation fhall praiſe thy works 
:6 another, and declare thy mighty acts. 


And ſince ſo much good might probably | 
be done, by Charrably ſending the Goſpel | 
into dark deſtitute Places; why ſhonld ſin- 
cere Chriſtians, grudge the being at ſome 
coſt and charge to doit? Methinks it's 
rity, but that Chriſtians had at leaſt Yearly Þ 
Contributions for Pious and Charitable uſes. | 
If ſuch Contributions did accompany our 
Yearly Faſts, or Thanksgivings, or both; 
would they not be 4 Sacrifice acceptable and | 
well pleafing to God > Some might without 
any hurt to themſelves or Families, eaſily 
give Pounds, others might give Shillings, it 
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may be therg are few but what might give 
ſome Pence in fuch Charity. A fmall 


matter might do ſome good; a ſmall mat- 


ter might buy a Primer, or à Catechiſm ſob 
the teaching of poor Ignorant Children; 
Indeed, in charitable acts (eſpecially ſuch 
as are now Inſilied on) perſons ſhould be 
Hearty and Liberal, not grudging nor ſcan» 
ty in what they give. What they give.“ 
ſhould be 4s 4 matter of bounty and not bf 

coverouſneſs ; but this I ſay (ſays the Apo- 
file ) he which ſoweth ſparingly, | ſhall e 
ſpar ingly : and he which ſoweth bountifully, 
hall reap bountiſully. Every man (it ſeems 

every one ſhould do ſometbing) according 

as he purpoſeth in his heart ( his heart 
as well as Hand (ſhould be in the matter) 
ſn het bim give; not grudg ing y, or of necej- 


ay, for God loveth a chearful giver, 2 Cor. 
9. 5, 6, 7. Methinks the very laſt words 


ſhould greatly Incourage us, God loves 4 

che arſul giver, What, does God love ſuch, 
is He pleas'd with them, does He love 
their chearfulneſs in giving for His Service? 
Who then can with- hold giving, wha can 
be unwilling, who among Chriſtians can 


be backward, to what the great God»; 


thus loves and is pleas'd with ? There- 
fore let us be liberal and hear ful in ſuch 


Charities, as there is occaſion. Vet thoſe 


who can do bur little, ſhould not be diſ 
conraged. The Wide that cad in Taq 
| (® 2 ite, 
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Mies, which make but One Fgrthing (not Bof 
being able to do more) was greatly com- cs 
mended by our Saviour, Mark 12. 42—44. Ine 
A little done ſincerely by a Poor Man, is as th 
well accepted, as much done by the more Im 
able; 2 Cor. 8 12. {f there be firſt a willing ſev 
mind, it is accepted according to that 4 fot 
man hath, and not according to that he hath f ſo 
RT EY S311 | 

Indeed it's a pity and a ſhame, that we u 
ſhould grudge coſt in matters directly Ihe 
tend ing to the Glory of God and good of Þ no 
Sault. Are not the Wicked often at great | ca 
casF, charge, . expence to ſerve the Devil; Bo 
and to ſerve their own Laſts of Pride, In- IG 
tenperance, Uncleanneſs, Revenge, &c. They | A 
often Imploy and ſpend all they have, in jw 
icrving the Devil, and gratifying their own Rus 
Liſts zand ſhall not Chriſtians then, moſt Jar 
readily be at co and charge, to promote ai 
their Maſter's praiſe, and the beſt good of ar 
their '/Neighbotirs £ Nay further, might | th 
not we our ſelves ſpare coſt in ſundry I ſu 
things ? ls there not often much expen- I ſo 
ded, in the nice, needleſs finiſhing, aderning, ¶ fa 
furniſbirg our Byaſes:3- and in clothing our Þ dc 
ſelres or ours, after this or that new of 
mode or faſhion ? If the coſt that's often 0 
needlefl j- expentled, were Imploy'd in u. 
undi the Goſpel to defticute places, in For 
Incauracing it in feeble Infant Plantations, I be 
lus A ribatin: Bools of Piet), in Jupportivg th 

| , 6 
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of poor Scholars, Incouraging of Schoelt, edu- 


cating of poor Children; | ſay, if the colt: Þ} 
needleſly expended in other matters, were 

thus Imployed, what abundance of good |} 
might be done by it? Truly, we receive 
even all our Worldly Subſtance (as well as 


other benefits) from God; and we ſhould 
ſo employ it, as that His Intereſt and Glory 


may be thereby promoted. We are all of 
us mortal dying Perfons, we muſt foon go 


hence and be here: no more. We brought 


nothing into this World, and it is certain we 


can carry nothing out, 1 Tim. 6. 7. We muſt 
ſoon leave, or part with, all our Worldly 
Goods and Enjoyments, and muſt give 
Account to God of our Stewardſhip, how 


we employed the Talents betruſted with 


us. And can we give a better Account of 


any, than of what we employed with adirect 


aim and deſign to promote GotVs Glory, 
and the good of Souls ? If it appears in 


the Day of 3 that we expended. 

or the gratifying our Pride, 
ſo much for gratifying Intemperance, ſo much 
for this luſt, and ſo much for that; how 
doleful will this be to reflect on, or hear 


ſuch a Sum 


of? But if it ſhall appear, that we have 


honoured the Lord with our Subſtance, that 


we have prudently and piouſly employed 


for His Glory, wiat' we received from His 


bounty ; how ſoyful an“! Comfortable will 
this. be unto. us? Let us then be quickned 


———é— —ę— —•—õ — — * 


30 : Spreading of'the'Gefpel, 
to.be ready to every good nor, to be free IT 
and liberal in Contribut ing; for the ſpreading Jan 
of tbe. Goſpel, and aiſtributing Books of Piety; th 
as: there ſhall. be Opportunity and Occaſion ui 
fox ſuch-pions and charitable works. 1 Tim, Im 
6. 18, 19. That they do good, that they be Rich Js 
in good works, ready to Diſtribute, willing to tn 
Communicate, laying np in ſtore for themſelves 
4 good Foundation againſt the time to come, 
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A | that they may lay: hold on Eternal. Lite. 1 6⁰ 
II ſhall now finith with a few brief Infer- Jow 
rences from what has been ſaid. fiat 

N FVV 3 ral 

We may Infer, ö : 

4175 2 el 


1. Thoſe that hade the Goſpel ( hich is ſo Fly 
great 4 Bleſſing) ſhoald be very thankful for it, (th 
ſheuld believe and obey it. It's a great and 46. 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy, to live under the | mn 
faithful Preaching of the Goſpel. - Biejed Ii 
i. the ah 1 that know the Foyſal Sound, Plal. Jed, 
89. 15. It was a diſtinguiſhing favour to 4% 
lirael, That God committed His Oracles #0 w 
to them, (Rom. 3. 1, 2.) That He gave them Ipo 
His Word, Statutes and Fudgments; while ere 
He dealt not fo with any Nation, Pſal. 147. 60 
19, 20. Oh let us thankfully prize the 

Goſpel, let us heartily believe and obey it. 
Izconceiveably great will our bleſſedneis be, Ibe 
if we heartily do ſo; but if we die Impeni- IM 
tent and Unbelieving, it would have been 150 
goed fcr us that we had pane Paige du 
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into Ignoꝛant Places. 3r | 
Twill be more tolerable for Sodom, Tyre i 
and Sydon in the Judgment Day; than for 
thoſe who live and die Iinpenitent from 
under the Goſpel, Mat. 11.21, — 24, A 
meer hearirg the Goſpel, vont ſave any; it 
is the doer of the work that ſhall' be bleſſed 
iy hit Deed, Jam. 1. 22. —— 25. 5 


2. Chriſtians ſhould be ready to ſupport the 
Goſpel among themſelves, to maintain their 
own Miniſters, If they ſhould willingly be 


Fat Coſt, to ſpread the Goſpel into Igno- 


as Places; then ſurely they ſhould not 


tarve the faithful diſpenſers of it to them- 


ſelves. They ſhould chearfully and readi- 
Illy ſupport their own Minitters. Does not 


the Word of God e Ao 7 it? Gal. 
6. 6. Let him that is taught in the word, com- 
municate to him that teacheth in all good things; 
1 Cor. 9. 14 Even ſo hath ihe Lord Odrain. 
ed, that they which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, Thoſe who won't pay 
what God requires them, towards the ſup- 
port of His Publick , Worſhip; they Sin 


Icreatly, and are charged with robbing of 


God, Mal. 3. 8. 


z. Faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſhould 
be due ly prix d and valued. Inaſmuch as their 
Miniſteria! labours are fo uſefnl to the 


J souls of Men; their Perſons ſhould be 


duely regarded and reſpected. They ſhould 
be 


| be.refparied as the Gels, of: Cri, | 


(-2 Cor. 5. 20.) As laboarers: tigether whh 
God, 1 Cor. 3.9. Efteem them very highly 
in Love for their work ſake, 1 Theſ. 5. 13. 
It's no {mall eſteem or reſpect that's due to 
them, Rom. 10. 15. How beautiful are the 


and brirg glad tidings of good things? 


4. inifters. ſhould be ready to go as there 
i, occaſion, to Preach the Goſpel! in dark de ſti- 
tate places, Souls are as precious there, as 
elſewhere : The Souls in ſuch Ignorant 
places, are in themſelves conſidered as pre- 
cious as any in the World. Miniſtets ſhould 
not grudge. to go through hardſhips and 
diffſcukies, to do good to ſuch. Sculs. 
The Lord Jeſus received gifts for Men, yea 
for the re bellious alſo, that the Lord God migbt 
dwell among them, Pia} 68. 18. f Perſons 
are uncultivated, rough and refractory at 
fit; who knows what wonderful changes 
Sovereign Grace may work in them? We 
ſhould not therefore H eaſily diſcouraged 
from uſing propet means for the laving 
of their Souls. Miniſters ſhould Preach and 
Exhort with all long-Suffering, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
do, 2 Tim. 2. 24, : — 26. The Servant of 
the Lord muſt not flrive,: but be Gentle unto 
all Men, apt to teach, patient. In Meeknefs 
inſtracting thoſe that vppoſe themſelves, if God 


ac nom- 


Feet of them that Preach the Goſpel of peace, 


parad venture x ill give them - Repentance: to the 
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into Jaupꝛant Places 33 


4 Lnan ledg ment of the truth. And that they 


may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
Devil, who are taken Captive, by bim at his will. 
And as Miniſters ſhould arm themſelves 
with Meelneſs, Patience, Lang Suffering, aud 
quietly bear difficulties and | hardſhips (if 


| there be occaſion) in Preaching the Goſ- 


pel for the good of Souls; ſo thoſe to whom 
the Colſpel is offered ſhould readily hear it, 
embrace it, ſubmit to it. They ſhould 


gladi) receive the Ward, Acts 2, 41. But if 


any obſtinately refuſe the Goſpel, oppoſe 
the faithful Preachers of it, endeavour to 
kinder the ſpreading of it; then they do 
wickedly indeed, their Sin is great, they 
fight againſt God, Acts 5. 39. He therefore 
that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man bat God, 
1 Theſ. 4, 8. When the Sorcerer would have 
turned amay. 4 Man from the Faith ( would 
have hindered him from entertaining and 
obeꝝxing the Goſpel of Chriſt ) the Apoſſle 
Paul, calf'd him for ſo doing, A Child of the 


Devil, and an enemy of all Rightennſmeſr Acts 


13. 8, 10. Thoſe act the Devil's part, and 
ſide with, his Intereſt, who endeavour to 
hinder the pragreſs and ſucceſs of the Goſ- 
pel When our Saviour ſent forth His A- 
poſtles to Preach, Hz ſaid to them, Mat. 19. 
14, 15. And whijoever ſhall not receive you, 
ur hear yu wordt, when ye depart out of that 


H14ſ: or City, ſhite off the Dat of your Beet: 

Ferily 1, ſay unto you, it Hall be more tolerable 
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34 Spreading dr the Gofpel, 
for the Land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
Day of Fudgment, than for that City, Me- 
thinks theſe words might cauſe terror, 
trembling, aſtoniſhment' in thoſe ho Profeſs 
to believe the Bible; and yet will dare to 


diſcourage the Preaching of the Goſpel, or 


ſtrive to hinder the ſpreading of it; or 
purpoſely avoid hearing it, when it is offer- 
ed to them; let their contempt of Men and 
Miniſters be what it will, yet they mult 


quickly give Account of their managements, 
to that holy, heart-ſearching God, who 


can't be deceived and won't be mocked, but 
will render to every Man according to his deeds, 


5. Minifters ſhould Exbort, Preſs and Urge 


Perſons to be forward in deeds of Charity; and 
that ſort of Charity that has now been inſiſted on. 
The Apoſtle commends 'the Philippians for 
ſuch Charity, as we have ſhewed already, 
he very preſſingly and cogently Exhorteth 
the Corinthians, to be forward in Liberal, 
Charitable Deeds, It is an InjunRion on 


' Miniſters, that they pit Perſons in mind 


to be ready to every good work, Tir, 3. 1. The 
"Inſpired Apolſtle, ſaid to Timothy a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18. Charge them 
that are Rich in this World —— thas they do 
£904, be Rich in good works, ready te Diitri- 
bote, willing to Communicate, Therefore when 


Miniſters 


into Janozant Places. 35 


Miniſters are very cloſe, preſſing, urg ent in F 


exhorting Chriians to be Liberal and Chari- 
table; they don't tranfereſs, they don't go 
- their line, they can ſhow their plain 

miſſion in the Word of God, for tuch 
exhortations. Nay if they dont preſſing! / 
exhort Chriſtians to deeds of Charity, when 
there's proper occaſion for it; they re faulty 
in ſuch Omiſſions, they don't do what the 
Goſpel requires them. 


Th 6. Chriſtians ſhould Incourage Schools ant 


CoRReges, elſe how ſhall there be a Supply and 
Succeſſion of Miniſters from time io time, 10 
Preach the Goſpel for the good of Souls * Such 
Ar ſeries of Piety and Learning, have among 
the Engliſh Plantations, been the diftinguiſhing 
glory and priviledge of New-England, Such 
Nurſeries, are a greater glory and priviledge, 
than being deſtitute of them to poſſeſs all 
the Gold and Silver Mines in the World. 


Pray God to Continue, Incourage and In- | 


Sun and Moon endure. 


7. We: ſpoald Pray o the ſpreading and 
[LR Hs Goſpel, in dark deſtitute Places, 
Mat. 9. 38. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
Harveſt, that he would ſend forth Labourers 
into bis harveſs, We (ſhould Pray, that 
Chrit may have the Heathen for his Inheri- 
tance, and the uitermaſt patts of the ea 1h 


1 
l. 


creaſe theſe bleſſings to us, as long as the 


them. 


* 


36 Spreading of the Gorpel, Kc. 
| for his Poſſeſſion, Plal. 2.8 We are taught 
to Pray, as Mat. 6. 10. Thy Kingdom come, 
th) Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. 


8. We ſhould Pray for Minifters, that Ged 
would make them Faithful and Succeſsful in 
their work. Their work is of very great 
weight and importance, and attended with 
great difhculties & temptations ; they need 
much wiſdom and grace that they may 
be faithful, and its God alone who can 
thus aſſiſt them, and make them ſucceſs- 
ful alſo. We ſhould therefore Pray for 
them, that God would aſſiſt and ſucceed 
The great Apoſtle Paul, earneſtly 
deſired that Chriſtians would thus Pray 
for him. Praying allways — 
that utterance may be given nnto me, that 1 
may open my mouth boldly, to male known 
the myſtery of the Goſpel — that I may ſpeak 
boldly as I ought to ſpeak, Eph. 6. 18 ——=20, 
Praying alſo 25 us, that God would open un- 
to 44 4 door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery 
Wl | of :Chrift, for which alſo 1 am in bonds; that 1 
may make it manifeſt as I ought to ſpeak, 
Col. 4. 3, 4. And fo, 2 Thel, 3. 1. Finally, 
Wh Brethren, Tray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free courſe, 

Head, even 4s it it with you, © 


and for me, 


and be glori- 
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